
Retake Our Democracy 
14 Must-Pass Bills for 2019 
 
What We Can Accomplish 
 
Imagine on March 16, 2019, the legislative session closes and the Governor signs each of the bills below. 
This is not a final list of priorities. As new bills are introduced we will revise this list. Think back on how 
euphoric you felt on election night 2018 when the NM results became final. Now imagine how you will 
feel on March 16 if you have played a role in making these bills law. We include the bill number and the 
year of the bill to make it easier to identify. Each year, bills that are resubmitted are re-filed and receive 
a different number, so in 2019 the bills will receive a new bill number on the day the session opens. 

1.  HB (2018) Abortion Decriminalization, would rescind a 1969 statute making abortion illegal in NM in 
most instances. Roe v. Wade’s passage in 1973 made this bill unconstitutional, however with the court 
system’s steady slide to the right, this is an important bill to rescind. 

2.  HB 101/SB 72 (2017) Health Security Act.  This will likely be our number one priority or very near the 
top.  Passing this would have huge national implications.  To read a great summary of the bill and its 
importance, go to this guest blog written by Ken Baumann from Democratic Socialist of America (DSA): 
https://retakeourdemocracy.org/2018/11/10/time-to-get-ready-for-the-roundhouse-today-the-health-
security-act-a-report-on-lanl-midterm-update/. 
 
3.  SB 7 (2017) Sexual Assault Lab Kit. This bill would provide sufficient funding to increase the number 
of technicians dedicated to eliminating the current 1-2 year backlog.  It is shameful that women who 
have been raped and then submitted to lab testing then find the results unexamined for months or even 
years. This bill absolutely can and will pass if we push. This should be an easy  and long overdue win. 
 
4.  SB 259 (2017) No Firearms for Persons Under Protective Order.  The bill prohibits firearms to those 
involved in a domestic violence dispute.  No gun measure is easy. One of the leaders of the gun safety 
movement, Miranda Viscoli, may come to one of our meetings to discuss her priorities, and we will 
undoubtedly fall in behind whatever she directs us to prioritize, but this would be a good start. 
 
5.  HB 67 (2017) Minimum Wage. Raises the minimum wage to $10 immediately and to $12 in 2020 with 
a COLA. We can get this one. 
 
6.  HB 26/SB 15 (2017) Small Lending Interest Caps,  AKA predatory lending limit. This is an economic 
and racial justice issue. It is criminal that before the 2017 session, lenders could charge as much as 
1000% in annual interest (not a typo). In 2017, the best we could do was reduce the limit to 175% and 
call it a win, which was legislative malpractice. This bill would set the rate at 36% and not one percent 
more. This is a line in the sand. 
 
7.  HJR 1 (2017) Permanent Funds for Early Childhood; 1% from Permanent Fund for early childhood 
education. We may find other ways to expand funding for early childhood, given a budget surplus 
estimated at hundreds of millions of dollars, but we need to invest in our future and this is where it 
begins. 
 
8.  HB 28 (2017) Drivers License Automatic Voter Registration. This was a priority in 2017, but in 2019 
we may adjust our election reform bill priorities based on input from Common Cause. 

https://retakeourdemocracy.org/2018/11/10/time-to-get-ready-for-the-roundhouse-today-the-health-security-act-a-report-on-lanl-midterm-update/
https://retakeourdemocracy.org/2018/11/10/time-to-get-ready-for-the-roundhouse-today-the-health-security-act-a-report-on-lanl-midterm-update/


 
9.  HB 312 (2018).  Cannabis Taxation and Regulation. Sponsored by Javier Martinez and Bill McCamley, 
this bill would create the legal and regulatory framework for legalizing and taxing the sale of recreational 
marijuana. 
 
10.  SJR 7 (2017). Elect President by Popular Vote.  This was not among our priority bills from prior 
sessions, but given the 2016 election results, this bill is now a priority. Once enough states pass this bill 
so that the collective number of electoral votes reaches 270, enough to elect a President, then the bill 
would require each of those states to cast all of their electoral votes for the candidate with the most 
popular votes, effectively eliminating the electoral college as a basis for selecting our President. 
 
11.  HB 82/HB 193 (2017) Solar Market Tax Credit Permanent /Make Permanent Solar Market Tax 
Credit .  Here are two very similar bills from 2017, one extending the Solar Tax Credit and the other 
making it permanent. It is entirely likely that we will add to this list Community Solar and Energy Choice 
bills as well. 
 
12.  HB 77 (2017) Energy Storage Tax Credit.  This bill would provide a tax credit to residents and 
business for installation of renewable energy storage systems. 
 
13.  Just Transition to Renewables (not previously introduced).  This bill will be a grounded plan for a 
just transition to a renewable energy future with funding to make it happen. Sen. McSorley is working 
on this, and it should be wedded to the new Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) that will update the 
goal of increasing the percentage of renewable energy used in our state. For those new to this, RPS is 
essentially the state’s non-binding goals for a mix of renewables and other energy sources in the future. 
The bill McSorley is developing would presumably create funding and more binding objectives to put 
muscle to the RPS projections. Can you say 80% renewable energy statewide by 2030? 
 
14. Comprehensive Tax Reform (not previously introduced). NM Voices for Children is putting together 
an updated set of priorities, and we should follow Bill Jordan’s lead on this. Sadly, with Sen. Smith and 
Sen. Sanchez still in place, we may lose our most ambitious goal, but this is one worth fighting for. NM 
has the most regressive state tax system in the nation, with our poorest tax payers paying almost 3 
times the percentage of their income in state and local taxes as our wealthiest tax payers. Not to 
mention the myriad of corporate tax giveaways ushered in over the past 12 years.  
 
As noted above, there may well be a few other bills we identify and, after discussion, we may decide to 
drop one or two of these. But these are 14 great bills. Imagine March 16, every single one of these 
becomes law, and you can sit back and take pride in having been an important part of it. 
 
Let’s Do This! Please come to our Roundhouse Advocacy Team Planning Meetings at 1420 Cerrillos Rd., 
Santa Fe, on alternate Thursdays from 6 to 8 p.m.  For more information about meetings, follow the 
blog at retakeourdemocracy.org, or email paul@retakeourdemocracy.org. 
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